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About This Title
State administrative law is a complex topic based on the three branches of government and the role each plays in 
administrative law. In Pennsylvania, the rise of administrative agencies beginning in the 1930s has resulted in multiple 
agencies, just as in all states. The development of administrative law has grown dramatically in the last fifty years. First, 
the passage of the Commonwealth Documents Act (1968) creating the Pennsylvania Bulletin and Pennsylvania Code 
made it mandatory for the publication of proposed and final regulations on a timely basis. Second, the creation of an 
intermediate appellate court to address administrative law cases in both original and appellate processes is unique in 
state court jurisdictions. The Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court, begun in 1970, now has a fifty-year history of case law.

This book brings together a wide range of primary and secondary sources dealing with Pennsylvania administrative 
law. It contains a detailed review of administrative law in the state, using both statutory and administrative law sources; 
explains how to research current, proposed, and historical regulations; and provides a detailed description of the rule-
making process in the state. 

• Includes a useful bibliography of sources on administrative law, 
including encyclopedias, treatises, CLE books, and periodical 
articles

• Contains a detailed review of administrative law in the state, 
using both statutory and administrative law sources

• A must-have for law libraries, practitioners, and students dealing 
with administrative law in Pennsylvania
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About the Author
Dr. Joel Fishman has M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Wisconsin–Madison and an M.L.S. degree from Queens College 
(CUNY). He has been a law librarian for 48 years: Assistant Law Librarian at Seton Hall University School of Law (1973–1977); 
Law Librarian, Allegheny County Law Library (1977–1999); Assistant, and then Associate Director for Lawyer Services, Duquesne 
University Center for Legal Information/ Allegheny County Law Library (1999–2016). Dr. Fishman is a specialist in Pennsylvania legal 
history and bibliography. He has written more than 300 publications, including books, articles, chapters in books, and book reviews. 
His more recent notable works include co-author of Pennsylvania Legal Research Handbook, Bisel’s Special Education Lawsource: 
Federal and State Laws and Regulations, Pennsylvania Judicial Discipline Handbook, co-editor of Pennsylvania Constitution: A Treatise 
on Rights and Liberties (first ed.), and Hein legal research guides on Judicial Ethics and Discipline and Grand Juries. He also publishes 
annual indexes for the Journal of Supreme Court History, Pennsylvania Bar Association Quarterly, and Pennsylvania Family Lawyer. 
Two recent web projects are the Biographical Dictionary of the Justices of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania for the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court and the Law Academy of Philadelphia for HeinOnline. He is co-Director of the Pennsylvania Constitution Website at 
Duquesne University School of Law. He also teaches an online Introduction to Legal Research course at the University of Pittsburgh 
College of General Studies and an American Legal History course at Duquesne University Forensic Science and Law Program.
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