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• First reference book to highlight how frequently Supreme Court 
Justices use surprising quotations to enhance their opinions

• Among the quoted are satirists, actors, playwrights, politicians, 
musicians, poets, and more

• Contextual summaries to illustrate how each quote was used to 
crystallize an important legal point

• Each case involves a matter of great public importance, from 
defamation to search and seizure

• A unique compilation for legal professionals, government 
employees, teachers, students, journalists, or anyone with an 
interest in the nation’s highest court!

Featured Quotes Include:
• Mark Twain
• Albert Camus
• Clark Gable
• William Shakespeare
• John F. Kennedy
• John Lennon
• Ralph Waldo Emerson
• and more!

In 2008, when 60 Minutes’ Leslie Stahl interviewed Supreme Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia, she asked why his judicial opinions often included quotations from history, 
literature, and popular culture. Justice Scalia answered: “It makes the opinion 
interesting, which might induce somebody to read it.” 
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Includes Quotations from Famous and Infamous Names Such As....

• Franklin Pierce Adams
• Alan Alda
• Humphrey Bogart
• Robert Bolt
• James Boswell
• Albert Camus
• George Carlin
• Lewis Carroll
• The Dalai Lama
• Clarence Darrow
• Benjamin Disraeli
• John Donne
• Arthur Conan Doyle
• Bob Dylan
• Albert Einstein
• Ralph Waldo Emerson
• Anatole France
• Benjamin Franklin
• Robert Frost
• Clark Gable
• John Gay

• Ira Gershwin
• Joseph Heller
• Hercules
• Adolph Hitler
• Homer
• John F. Kennedy
• John Maynard Keynes
• Stan Lee
• John Lennon
• John McCrae
• Herman Melville
• The New Testament
• The Old Testament
• George Orwell
• William Shakespeare
• Alfred Tennyson
• Henry David Thoreau
• Mark Twain
• Virgil
• Kurt Vonnegut

About Supreme Quotes

What do Clark Gable, The Dalai Lama, Mark Twain, and Bob Dylan all have in common? They’ve each been 
quoted in a Supreme Court opinion. Supreme Quotes: Surprising Quotations in Supreme Court Opinions collects 
surprising quotations used by Supreme Court justices to spice up their opinions and highlight the crux of a 
case’s underlying dispute. For each entry, Supreme Quotes presents the quote first, inviting readers to wonder 
why the Justice might have selected it. Then, a contextual summary provides the answer, offering an engaging 
way to learn about the underlying subject matter.

Every case involves a matter of great public importance. For example, Justice Brennan quoted George Orwell’s 
1984 as part of his dissent in Florida v. Riley, an important search-and-seizure case. Similarly, Justice Stewart 
quoted Joseph Heller’s Catch-22 in Parker v. Levy, a court-martial case arising out of opposition to the Vietnam 
War. Likewise, Chief Justice Rehnquist quoted Shakespeare’s Othello in Milkovich v. Lorain Journal Co., one 
of the Court’s most important defamation cases. In each case, the selected quotation reveals the Justice’s 
mindset about the disputed legal issue.

Supreme Quotes is an excellent reference book for everyone from legal professionals to those with a casual 
interest in political issues. At the same time, Supreme Quotes is entirely apolitical. As a result, for those tired 
of the political back-and-forth, Supreme Quotes offers an entertaining approach to legal issues of national 
importance.
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Evan J. Roth previously published Strategic Legal Writing (Cambridge University Press, 
2008), a textbook he co-authored with Professor Donald Zillman. From 2002 to 2014, 
Professor Zillman and Roth used that textbook to teach “Advanced Legal Writing” to third-
year law students at the University of Maine School of Law. Since 2014, Roth has been 
a federal Administrative Judge in the Denver Office of the U.S. Merit Systems Protection 
Board. He adjudicates federal employment disputes, including whistleblower claims, 
employee terminations, and veterans’ rights violations. From 1994 to 2014, he was an 
Assistant U.S. Attorney for the District of Maine, where he was promoted to Chief of the 

Civil Division. As an Assistant U.S. Attorney, he was featured in the 2007 documentary, “Returning America’s Art 
to America,” regarding Roth’s successful litigation to recover a missing painting commissioned by the Franklin 
Roosevelt Administration (produced by the WPA Art Recovery Project) (narrated by Charles Osgood).

From 1987 to 1994, Roth was a litigation associate for the law firm of Williams & Connolly in Washington, DC. 
From 1986 to 1987, he was a Judicial Clerk for the Hon. W. Eugene Davis of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit. In 1986, Roth graduated cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center. In 1982, he graduated 
summa cum laude from Tufts University, which awarded Roth the Houston Scholarship in Economics. 

Roth is an expert in the subject of this book. Since 2009, he has published individual Supreme Quotes as an 
ongoing feature in each issue of the quarterly Maine Bar Journal. This book is a comprehensive collection of those 
features.
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