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About This Title
The Colorado River has become a hot topic in recent months, as the Bureau of Reclamation has recently 
announced the first-ever planned cutbacks in Colorado River deliveries to states in the lower basin. Facing 
drought and climate change, the Colorado River basin states are bound together by a collection of interstate 
compacts, treaties, federal acts, court decisions and administrative directives—often referred to as the “Law of 
the River”—that determine how the water of the Colorado is used and allocated. Citizens in the region, including 
Californians, will be increasingly concerned with and affected by these laws. Additionally, 2022 is the 100th 
anniversary of the Colorado River Compact, which is the foundation of the “Law of the River.”

In The Law of the Colorado River: A Legal Research Guide, researchers will find a wide variety of primary and 
secondary resources that delve into the impact of the Colorado River in the western United States and the laws 
that govern this essential resource—and are privy to change—as the basin faces the consequences of  
climate change.

• A timely resource on the complex system of laws 
regarding the Colorado River system

• Includes court briefs, legislative histories, scholarly 
articles, essential government documents, archives, 
and so much more

• Written by an expert in water law in the western 
United States

• A must-have for anyone interested in researching 
water rights and resources in America
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About the Author
Tobe Liebert is a law librarian with many years of experience in academic law libraries. Tobe received his 
undergraduate degree at Centre College of Kentucky, where he majored in history and was a member of the Phi 
Beta Kappa honorary society. He then began his legal career by attending the University of Kentucky School of 
Law. Following graduation, he worked as an attorney in Louisville for five years.

After his years of private law practice, he attended library school at the University of Indiana at Bloomington. 
Upon graduation, he began his librarian career at the Loyola Law School of Los Angeles. At Loyola he worked as 
a reference librarian and taught legal research to first-year law students. Tobe subsequently worked at the law 
schools of the University of Southern California and the University of Texas at Austin. While at Texas, he began 
publishing extensively, often in collaboration with Professor Roy Mersky, one of the foundational figures in law 
librarianship.

Tobe then moved to Chicago, where he worked at the law schools of both UIC John Marshall and Chicago-Kent. During this time, he 
also taught a distance education course in legal research for the LLM program at the University of Southern California, the first of 
many online courses he has taught.

Tobe returned to Kentucky in 2020 to work at the Salmon P. Chase School of Law, where he is currently Interim Director of the Law 
Library. He is teaching students in both the law school and undergraduate program and continues to publish in the area of water laws 
of the western states.
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