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The Bald Eagle and Its Legacy:

An Encyclopedia of a High-Flying American Icon in U.S.
History: Nature, Law, and Culture

By John R. Vile

Professor of Political Science and Dean of University Honors College, Middle Tennessee State University

- The only comprehensive source detailing the role of the bald eagle
in American history and iconography

 Written in plain language for researchers of any level to understand

+ Arranged in an alphabetical index of more than 200 entries, as well as a
topical index of 16 terms, which cross-reference one another

+ Also contains an extensive bibliography of more than 500 entries,
featuring articles, books, court cases, and teacher’s resources

Provides a detailed timeline of the bald eagle’s progression as an icon
from 1492-2022

« Addresses several myths that surround the bald eagle

+ Authored by an expert in American symbolism

About This Title

This book presents numerous A to Z entries about the bald eagle and its place in American culture. The bald eagle is
one of the nation’s earliest and most persistent symbols and has been so even before it was chosen to be placed on
the Great Seal of the United States. It remains ubiquitous in American statuary, advertising, art, and rhetoric and is a
popular symbol not only for the nation but for a variety of sports teams. It is engraved on the emblems of numerous
governmental branches and agencies and is a prominent architectural motif, especially on government buildings.

The eagle is a fitting symbol for the strength and majesty of a freedom-loving nation that seeks not only to protect

its own but democracies throughout the world. It serves as a further symbol of the nation’s aspirations, while also
representing environmental resilience and the manner in which the nation can intervene to protect its natural resources.
This book presents information about all these topics in an easy-to-access format.



Topical Arrangement of Content

Artists and Their Depictions + Music +  Sculptures in Public Places
Conservation + Named Eagles +  Sculptures on Public Buildings
Environmental + Nature and Structures

Legislation and Court Decisions + Organizations +  Seals

Literary References +  Popular Culture + Symbolism

Miscellaneous + War Memorials

*Note that the Topical and A to Z (listed on the next page) indexes cross-reference each other.
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his Ph.D. in the same subject from the University of Virginia. He taught for 12 years at McNeese
State University, during the last eight years of which he headed the Department of Social Science.
Vile then served for 19 years as chair of the Department of Political Science at Middle Tennessee
State University and has been Dean of the Honors College since 2008. He has been named as the
Phi Kappa Phi Scholar for 2020-2022.
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Vile has published numerous articles, book reviews, and dozens of books, most focusing on the U.S. Founding
Period, the U.S. Constitutional Convention of 1787, the U.S. Constitution and its interpretation, the U.S. Supreme
Court, and American symbols. Some of Vile's recent titles include:

America’s National Anthem: “The Star-Spangled Banner” in U.S. History, Culture, and Law (2021)

The Bible in American Law and Politics: A Reference Guide (2020)

The Liberty Bell and Its Legacy: An Encyclopedia of an American Icon in U.S. History and Culture (2019)
The Declaration of Independence: America’s First Founding Document in U.S. History and Culture (2019)
The American Flag: An Encyclopedia of the Stars and Stripes in U.S. History, Culture, and Law (2018)
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A to Z Index of Cont

Advertising

Alcott, Louisa May E
American Bald Eagle Foundation and Live Raptor

Center (Haines, AK)

American Dreams (Vitaly Komar and Alexander

Melamid)

American Eagle (Song by J. 0. Johnson)

American Eagle Foundation

American Eagle (19th Century Poem)

American Eagle Tragedy

American Eagles (Irving Berlin)

Ames, Fisher

Animals as Symbols

Architecture

Ashcroft, John

Audubon, John J.

Austin, David

Australian-American Memorial

Aviation F

Bald Eagle and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Bald Eagle Portrait (Rozinski and Shattil Photograph)

Baskin, Leonard

Beacon Hill Monument

Bellamy, John Haley

Bex Eagle

Bible

Bicentennial Year of the American Bald Eagle and

American Eagle Day

Bird of Freedom

Bismarck Parks and Recreation District Eagles

Bison G
Black Eagle on Flag of United Farm Workers

Blue Eagle (National Recovery Administration)

Bronx Zoo

Bruff, J. Goldsborough

Brumidi, Constantino (“Apotheosis of Washington”)

Bundle of Arrows and Olive Branch

XVIII. Burroughs, John H

Calder, Alexander (Eagle)

Carson, Rachel (Silent Spring)

Cartoons

Challenger

Charleroi Pennsylvania Veterans Memorial Eagle
Children

Christianity |
Clinton, William Jefferson

Columbian Magazine

Comic Books

Congressional Seals

Constitution Eagle Carriage in the Grand Federal

Procession J
Cook, Preston

Coolidge Dam

Crippled Eagles K
Dance L
Dark Eagle

Daughters of the American Revolution Eagle Lectern
DDT

Dennis Weaver Memorial Park Eagle Monument
Dickey, James (“The Eagle’s Mile”)

Dickinson, Emily ("No Rack can torture me”)

Disease

Doten, Lizzie (“The Eagle of Freedom”)

ent

Double-Headed Eagle
Doves

E Pluribus Unum

Eagle and Fledglings Statue and U.S. Military
Academies

Eagle and Shield in Old U.S. Senate Chamber
Eagle Cams

Eagle Gate (Salt Lake City, Utah)

Eagle Rock Rock and Eagle Store (Bettina Hubby)
“Eagle Stirreth Her Nest”

The Eagles (Country Rock Band)

Eagles and Prey (Central Park, New York)
Eagle’'s Nest (Kellogg Print)

“Eagles of the West”

East Coast Memorial Eagle

Eddie Eagle

Endangered Species Act

Environmental Symbol

Fairey, Shepard

Federal Reserve Building
Fire-Fighting

Flag Poles

“Fly Like An Eagle” (Steve Miller Band)
Folk Art

Francis, Robert (“The Eagle Plain”)
Franklin, Benjamin

Franklin, C.L

Fraternal Order of Eagles (F.O.E.)
Frost, Robert ("Auspex”)

Furniture

Gargoyles on Chrysler Building

Glassware

Glen Canyon Dam (Painting by Norman Rockwell)
Golden Eagles

Grand Central and Penn Railroad Stations (New York)
Great Seal of the United States

Hawks and Doves

Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Heads or Tails

Heraldry

Hicks, Edward

Hockett, Roland (“The Eagles” Sculpture)
Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Sr.

lllinois Centennial Monument

Imperialism

Inauguration of George Washington

Indiana 9/11 Memorial

Inspiration, Wit, and Wisdom from the Eagle

Jeffers, Robinson (“The Beaks of Eagles”)
Jewelry

Kennedy, John F.

Lacey Act

Lassie (“‘Eagle’s Lair” Episode)

Law Enforcement Badges

Lawrence, D.H.

Lead Poisoning

Leary, Timothy

Legislation

“Let the Eagle Scream” (W. Dexter Smith, Jr.)



Libby, Wisconsin (City of Eagles)

Liberty Bell

Liberty in the Form of the Goddess of Youth: Giving
Support to the Bald Eagle

Lincoln, Abraham

Livestock Predation

London, Jack

Longman, Evelyn Beatrice (War Memorial, Windsor,
Connecticut)

Macdonough Monument (Plattsburgh, New York)
Mace of the U.S. House of Representatives
Madison, Joe (Black Eagle)

Manifest Destiny

McAllen Grace Brethren Church v. Salazar (2014)
Mclntire, Samuel

McLellan, Isaac (“The Eagle”)

Melville, Herman

Migratory Bird Treaty Acts

Military Buttons

Moran, Tom

Mythology

National Eagle Center (Wabasha, MN)
National Eagle Repository

National Rifle Association

National Wildlife Refuge System
Native American Indians

Neenah Wisconsin Eagles

New York City

Newspaper Mastheads

O’Connell, Daniel

Old Abe

“On Eagle’'s Wings”

Osteen, Joel (Sermon “Know Who You Are”)

Paper Items

Partisan Symbol

Peace Medallions

Pediments

Peter, the Mint Eagle

Peterson, Roger Tory

Philadelphia Eagles

Phoenix

Photograph of Eagle on Tombstone at Fort Snelling
Physical Characteristics and Life Cycles
Place Names

Political Campaign ltems

Postcards

Pottery, Porcelain, and China
Presidential Debate Seal

Presidential and Vice Presidential Seals
“Protector,” The (Idaho Falls, Idaho)

Quilts

Rauschenberg, Robert

Restoration and Rehabilitation Programs
Roadside Carved Eagles

Rockwell, Norman

Roosevelt, Theodore

Rush, William

Saint Paul's Chapel in New York (Painting of the Great
Seal)

Sam Eagle

Sandburg, Carl (“Wilderness”)

Savage, Edward

Schimmel, Wilhelm

Scouting

Screaming Eagles

Seals of U.S. Governmental Agencies
Sheet Music Covers

Ship Figureheads

The Simpsons

Smith, Joseph (“The Bald Eagle” Sermon)
Snakes

Society of the Cincinnati

Song of the American Eagle and Freedom's Reply
Sound of the Eagle

Sports Teams

State Capitol Domes

State Seals, Flags, and Coats of Arms
Statue of Freedom (U.S. Capitol Dome)
Symbolic Attributes

Tattoos

Tavern and Inn Signs in Early America
Textiles

Thompson, C.W. (“The American Eagle”)
Thomson, Charles

Transportation

Treaty Seal

Trenchard, James

Tripoli Monument

Trophee d’Armes (Governors Island, New York)
Trophies

Trump, Donald J.

Turkey

Twain, Mark

Unalaska (Bald Eagle Capital of America)
Uncle Sam

Union

U.S. Capitol Building

U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Eagle

U.S. Coins

U.S. Embassy in London

U.S. Federal Court Seals

U.S. Flag

U.S. Government Buildings

U.S. Mail

U.S. Paper Currency

U.S. Passports

U.S. Space Program

U.S. Stamps

USS Maine Monument in Havana, Cuba

Victory Highway Eagles

View of New Orleans Taken from the Plantation of
Marigny

Viewing Sites

Wanamaker Eagle (August Gaul)

War

War Memorials and Monuments

Warhol, Andy

Watertown, Connecticut Civil War Monument
Waugh, Sidney Biehler

Whittier, John Greenleaf

Wilson, Alexander

“Wind Beneath My Wings”

Wood Carvings

World War Il Memorial in Washington, D.C.

Zionism



