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Research Made Easy —Chronological Documents Point the Way From Territory to State

“This series consists of the texts, literally reproduced, of the official records of some 30
states of the Union during their territorial periods, arranged in the order of creation
of the Territories.” (–Publications of the Department of State, Oct. 1, 1929–Jan. 1, 1953, p.140)

Over the course of more than four decades, through the administrations of seven U. S. presidents, a criti-
cal national treasure was reclaimed from the depths of government archives in a series of 28 books that
document the expansion of the United States from 1787 to 1845. The first book in the series was pub-
lished in 1934 during the administration of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and the last, in 1975
during the Ford administration. This remarkable series comprises thousands of pages of documents rel-
evant to the creation of states to the west and south of the original colonies, including Mississippi, Indiana,
Florida, and Wisconsin.

Each book is packed with intriguing papers relating to the government in that particular territory, such as
a listing of its territorial officials and chronological data. The books were published in the sequential or-
der of the territories, one by one. The first volume provides an overview to the series, along with the Pref-
ace and Introduction. Some volumes were published in quick succession, while others were separated by
a number of years. The first territories were the pioneers; succeeding territories inherited not only  the
experience of its predecessors, but also the changing policies of the national governments. Some territo-
ries were covered in one book; Florida’s papers are contained in five. States were created after being ter-
ritories for about 20 years.

Publication of the Territorial Papers was prompted largely by lobbying from the nation’s historians,
who recognized their significance. The government finally gave in to a public outcry following the 1911
publication of David W. Parker’s Calendar of Papers in Washington Archives Relating to the Territories of
the United States (to 1873). In his Introduction to the Series, Clarence Edwin Carter noted the Calendar’s
role as a catalyst to their publication: “...this situation reinforced the already urgent pleas for reproducing
in permanent form the more important sources now available.” Amazing for its scope and magnitude of
historic documents gathered from the files of the National Archives and other U.S. government depart-
ments, the series chronicles the metamorphosis of western frontier tracts of land to territories destined
to become states in the Union. Is your U. S. State History Collection complete? Order from Hein to-
day!
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VOLUME I
General

VOLUME II
The Territory Northwest of the

River Ohio, 1787-1803

VOLUME III
The Territory Northwest of the
River Ohio, 1787-1803 Continued

VOLUME IV
The Territory South of the

River Ohio, 1790-1796

VOLUME V
The Territory of Mississippi

1798-1817

VOLUME VI
The Territory of Mississippi

1809-1817 Continued

VOLUME VII
The Territory of Indiana

1800-1810

VOLUME VIII
The Territory of Indiana

1810-1816 Continued

VOLUME IX
The Territory of Orleans

1803-1812

VOLUME X
The Territory of Michigan

1805-1820

VOLUME XI
The Territory of Michigan

1820-1829 Continued

VOLUME XII
The Territory of Michigan

1829-1837 Continued

VOLUME XIII
The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri

1803-1806

VOLUME XIV
The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri

1806-1814 Continued

VOLUME XV
The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri

1815-1821 Continued

VOLUME XVI
The Territory of Illinois

1809-1814

VOLUME XVII
The Territory of Illinois

1814-1818 Continued

VOLUME XVIII
The Territory of Alabama

1817-1819

VOLUME XIX
The Territory of Arkansas

1819-1825

VOLUME XX
The Territory of Arkansas

1825-1829 Continued

VOLUME XXI
The Territory of Arkansas

1829-1836 Continued

VOLUME XXII
The Territory of Florida

1821-1824

VOLUME XXIII
The Territory of Florida

1824-1828 Continued

VOLUME XXIV
The Territory of Florida

1828-1834 Continued

VOLUME XXV
The Territory of Florida

1834-1839 Continued

VOLUME XXVI
The Territory of Florida

1839-1845 Continued

VOLUME XXVII
The Territory of Wisconsin
Executive Journal, 1836-1848

Papers, 1836-1839

VOLUME XXVIII
The Territory of Wisconsin

1839-1848 Continued
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