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Prestatehood Legal Materials is your one-stop guide to the history and development of law in the U.S. and the change
from territory to statehood. Unprecedented in its coverage of territorial government, this set identifies a wide range of
available resources from each state to reveal the underlying legal principles that helped form the United States. In this
two-volume work, nearly 70 of the nation’s foremost legal research professionals were tapped to share their wealth of
knowledge to the research community. In the end, their efforts have culminated into a one-of-a-kind sourcebook that
belongs in all research libraries.

Prestatehood Legal Materials provides you with brief overviews of state histories from colonization to acceptance into
the United States. In this set, you will see how foreign countries controlled the laws of these territories and how these
states eventually broke away to govern themselves. The text also covers the legal issues with Native Americans, inter-
state and the Mexico and Canadian borders, and the development of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of
state government.

This guide focuses on materials that are readily available to historians, political scientists, legal scholars, and researchers.
Resources that assist in locating not-so-easily accessible materials are also covered. Special sections focus on the legal
resources of colonial New York City and Washington, DC— which is still technically in its prestatehood stage. Due to
the enormity of this project, the editors of Prestatehood Legal Materials created a webpage where updates, corrections,
additions and more will be posted.

In this comprehensive set you will find bibliographies, references, and discussion on a varied list of source materials
including: state codes drafted by Congress; county, state, and national archives; journals and digests; state and federal
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“Essential for law libraries, academic libraries, and large public libraries.”
— Timothy Kearley, Director, Law Library and Professor of Law, University of Wyoming College of Law

“Superbly fills a great gap in the literature.”
— Fred R. Shapiro, Associate Librarian for Collections & Access and Lecturer in Legal Research, Yale Law School



Nearly 70 of the nation’s foremost legal research professionals share their vast knowledge
in this invaluable collection!!

ALABAMA
Paul M. Pruitt Jr. and David I. Durham—
University of Alabama School of Law

ALASKA
Jessica Van Buren—Utah State Law Library

ARIZONA
Jacquelyn Gayle Kasper, University of Arizona
College of Law

ARKANSAS
Glen-Peter Ahlers Sr.—Barry University
School of Law

CALIFORNIA
Myra K. Saunders and Jennifer Lentz—UCLA
School of Law

COLORADO
Barbara Bintliff—University of Colorado at
Boulder Law Library

CONNECTICUT
Janis Fusaris—University of Connecticut
School of Law

DELAWARE
Eileen B. Cooper, David King, and Mary Jane
Mallonee—Widener University School of Law

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Luis M. Acosta—Law Library of Congress

FLORIDA
Christopher A. Vallandingham—University of
Florida Levin College of Law

GEORGIA
Kristina L. Niedringhaus—Texas Wesleyan
University School of Law

HAWAII
Leina’ala Robinson Seeger—University of
Hawaii at Manoa

IDAHO
Kristin M. Ford—Idaho State Legislature

ILLINOIS
Judith Gaskell—Supreme Court of the United
States Library

INDIANA
Mary G. Persyn—Valparaiso University

IOWA
David Hanson—Drake University Law Library

KANSAS
Robert A. Mead— University of Kansas School
of Law; Mon Yin Lung—University of Houston
Law Center; and Joseph A. Custer—University
of Kansas School of Law

KENTUCKY
Kurt X. Metzeimer—University of Louisville
School of Law

LOUISIANA
Carol D. Billings—Law Library of Louisiana

MAINE
Isa Lang—Chapman University; and Maureen
Quinlan—University of Maine School of Law

MARYLAND
Michael S. Miller, Ruth A. Hodgson, and Dee
Van Nest—Maryland State Law Library

MASSACHUSETTS
Robert J. Brink and Stephen C. O’Neil—Social
Law Library

MICHIGAN
Janice Selberg—Ave Maria School of Law

MINNESOTA
Anna M. Cherry—Minnesota State Law Library

MISSISSIPPI
Kris Gilliland—University of Mississippi
School of Law

MISSOURI
Margaret McDermott—St. Louis University
School of Law

MONTANA
Lisa Mecklenberg Jackson—Montana
Legislative Reference Center

NEBRASKA
Sandra B. Placzek— University of Nebraska
College of Law

NEVADA
Galen L. Fletcher—Brigham Young University;
and Ann S. Jarrell—United States Court
Library, Las Vegas

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Barry Shanks and Kyoung-Ho Jeon—Franklin
Pierce Law Center

NEW JERSEY
Susan Lyons—Rutgers University School of
Law, Newark

NEW MEXICO
Robert A. Mead—University of Kansas School
of Law

NEW YORK
Robert A. Emery—Albany Law School

NEW YORK CITY
William H. Manz—St. John’s University
School of Law

NORTH CAROLINA
Scott Childs—University of North Carolina
School of Law; and Melanie J. Dunshee—Duke
University School of Law

NORTH DAKOTA
Rhonda Schwartz—University of North Dakota
School of Law

OHIO
Thomas E. Heard—Northern Kentucky
University College of Law

OKLAHOMA
Judith Morgan—Oklahoma City University
School of Law

OREGON
Joe. K. Stephens—State of Oregon Law Library

PENNSYLVANIA
Joel Fishman—Duquesne University Center for
Legal Information/Allegheny County Law
Library

RHODE ISLAND
Gail I. Winson—Roger Williams University
School of law

SOUTH CAROLINA
Duncan E. Alford—Princeton University

SOUTH DAKOTA
Sarah Lanier Hollingsworth—University of
Washington Law Library

TENNESSEE
Lynn E. Murray—University of Mississippi

TEXAS
Brandon D. Quarles and Matthew C. Cordon—
Baylor University School of Law

UTAH
Robert Lee Warthen—University of Utah
College of Law

VERMONT
Paul J. Donovan—Vermont Department of
Libraries; and Paul Gillies

VIRGINIA
John R. Barden—University of Richmond
School of Law

WASHINGTON
Ann Hemmens and Cheryl Rae Nyberg—
University of Washington Law Library

WEST VIRGINIA
Kevin Fredette—West Virginia College of Law

WISCONSIN
Duane Strojny—Thomas M. Cooley Law
School

WYOMING
Debora A. Person—University of Wyoming
College of Law
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