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Fifteen years have passed since the publication of the first edition of the North Carolina Legal Research Guide.
The main goal of this second edition is to broadly explain the structure of North Carolina government and to
provide researchers with a list of sources for more detailed information.

The amount of North Carolina legal information available on the Internet is staggering, although in many cases
it is not comprehensive. Although there have been changes in the law and some structural changes in the
organizations that produce legal information in North Carolina, the explosion of legal information available
digitally, primarily via the Internet, is the obvious and most important change in the past fifteen years. In this new
edition the authors identify traditional print and new digital sources of North Carolina legal information. These
resources are described throughout the book, and any areas where coverage in the formats overlap will be obvious
to the researcher.

Assuming that the reader is familiar with the process of legal research, this work does not detail the research
process, either generally or specifically to North Carolina. Rather, the book is a resource for the purpose of
identifying the sources of North Carolina legal information.

Another goal of this work is to enhance the researcher’s understanding of how the information is created.
Likewise, some specific legal processes are broken into steps and described to inform the researcher of how legal
information is created. Examples include the legislative process, the administrative rule-making process, and the
process of lawyer discipline in North Carolina. By understanding the general process of how the information is
created, the researcher will better understand where that information might be found at the various stages of
production and have an appreciation of the final product when interpreting it.
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