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Major Developments in Illinois Law and Legal Research Since the 1988 First Edition …
* Illinois’s Constitution passed its first required review

* The Illinois Administrative Code can now be accessed via the state’s web site

* Its statutes have been totally reorganized into the Illinois Compiled Statutes (ILCS),
while the Illinois Revised Statutes have been discontinued

Since 1988, the nature and methods of legal research have changed substantially. Federal, state, and
local governments are now putting important information on their web sites, providing greater public
access than ever before. In addition, researchers are expected to check online sources (and to know
which ones are listing accurate information) in an effort to remain completely up-to-date. Consequently,
it is also far easier to monitor and track potential changes in the law, especially in legislation.

Taking these vast changes into account, Laurel Wendt has compiled the second edition of Illinois Legal
Research Guide, creating a must-have resource for any researcher of Illinois law. The author greatly
updates her 17-year-old first edition, reviewing statutes, local governments, the court system,
administrative law, and all other materials affecting legal research in the state of Illinois.

While many general changes have affected the way that people in every state conduct legal research, the
State of Illinois has also experienced several unique changes since 1988. Of these, the most significant is
the complete reorganization of its statutes into the state-copyrighted Illinois Compiled Statutes (ILCS),
an event that led to the publication of two annotated versions of ILCS by competing publishers, each
with different indexing schemes that provide their own distinct benefits to the research process.

Wendt’s work provides an overview of both versions and contains 16 helpful appendices of official acts
and other documents to guide the researcher. This valuable second edition offers truly complete
coverage of the state’s legal resources and is essential for students, lawyers, and all legal practitioners
conducting research in or for Illinois.
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