
“Stimulating and informing”—21 Mich. L. Rev. 620

“From one of the greatest statesmen of modern times”—9 Va. L. Rev. 80

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
EIGHT LECTURES DELIVERED IN THE UNITED STATES

IN AUGUST, 1921

By James Bryce

This volume was the last published work of the distinguished author, philosopher and statesman,
James Bryce. The work contains the eight lectures delivered by him before the Institute of Politics at
Williamstown, Mass. in the summer of 1921. In the preface, Bryce said the work was intended to answer
the questions centering on the growing international unrest.

“While economic relations between nations have been growing closer, and the personal intercourse between their
members far more frequent, political friendliness between states has not increased. Why is it that before the clouds
of the Great War have vanished from the sky new clouds are rising over the horizon? What can be done to avert
the dangers that are threatening the peace of mankind?”
-Preface

In the first two lectures, Bryce gives the readers the history of international relations from the time of
Plato, to Pope Alexander VI, to Napoleon and Bismarck. The third and fourth lectures consider the
motives which influence the conduct of states and lead to peace or war, such as economics and
nationalism. The fifth and sixth lectures deal with the methods of international negotiations and
include the practices of diplomacy and the development of international laws. In the final two lectures
Bryce includes direct methods for averting war, like conferences, mediation, and arbitration.

“Bryce’s technical equipment in history and law, his practical experience in the parliament, cabinet and diplomatic
service of his country, his intimate acquaintance through travel and conversation with the geography, people, and
institutions of almost every part of the world gave him an unrivalled store of material to present.” —21 Mich. L.
Rev. 620
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