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The 7th installment in a monumental collection that documents one of the most
controversial topics in American history!

A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE LEGAL ASPECTS
OF ABORTION IN THE UNITED STATES:

City of Akron v. Akron Center for Reproductive Health

Edited and Compiled by

Roy M. Mersky
Kumar Percy Jayasuriya

his 3-volume set is the 7th installment of the series 4 Documentary History of the Legal Aspects of

Abortion in the United States, and is devoted to the Supreme Court's decision in the case of the City of
Akron v. Akron Center for Reproductive Health. In this decision, the Court found that the city's abortion
ordinances, including required parental consent for minors, informed consent for adults, and a 24-hour waiting
period, to be unconstitutional. The Courts believed these provisions “unjustifiably placed a significant obstacle
in the path of a woman seeking an abortion,” and also constituted an attempt to persuade against an abortion.

More than 35 years have passed since the Supreme Court first held, in Roe v. Wade, that women have a
constitutional right to abortion. Yet the question is still a topic of heated debate, and there has been an ongoing
call to revisit past abortion decisions.

This compilation by Kumar Percy Jayasuriya and the Tarlton Law Library is intended as a learning tool as
well as a historical record. It contains all briefs submitted to the Supreme Court, the transcripts of the
Supreme Court oral argument, the lower court opinions and the final decision of the Court. It provides
researchers and students alike with documents and information concerning this highly influential case in the
controversial topic of abortion rights.

The series, A Documentary History of the Legal Aspects of Abortion in the United States, provides access to
some of the most important ideas and compelling arguments surrounding the ongoing debate of abortion in the
United States. Check your holdings and fill in any missing titles in this series today!!
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Webster v. Reproductive Health Services

Recommended Publications for Legal Research 1990, "C" Rated, Bibliography, List 82, Page 9.

A record 78 amicus briefs were filed in this important case. These briefs argued on both sides of the Webster decision. The Court
ultimately upheld the tough Missouri abortion statute, but did not overturn Roe v. Wade. The Court also upheld the constitutionality
of Missouri's ban on using public facilities and public employees to perform abortions.
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Roe v. Wade

Recommended Publications for Legal Research 1993, "C" Rated, Bibliography, List 82, Page 7.

By far one of the most famous cases in United States history. It not only legalized abortion, but also addressed the issue of the pri-
vacy rights of a woman.
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Planned Parenthood v. Casey

Recommended Publications for Legal Research 1996, "C" Rated, Medical/Legal, List 91, Page 116.

This 1992 Supreme Court decision changed the legal standard for the evaluation of restrictions on abortion. The new "undue burden"
standard enunciated in Casey left the abortion question far from settled, and state legislation and future cases will continue to define
the parameters and politics of abortion.
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Colautti v. Franklin

Recommended Publications for Legal Research 2000, "C' Rated, Constitutional Law, List 13, Page 36

The Colautti decision reinforced the importance and primacy of the woman's health in consideration of abortion. The risk that may
have been borne by the mother in an effort to provide an opportunity for the fetus to be born alive was seen as too great. This case
was also significant in arguing that the definition of "viability" was too vague.
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Griswold v. Connecticut

Recommended Publications for Legal Research 2000, "B" Rated, Bibliography, List 82, Page 6.

The decision in the Griswold case laid the foundation for Roe v. Wade by guaranteeing a woman's constitutional right to privacy. In
short, the decision in Griswold overturned an 1879 Connecticut statute that made it illegal to distribute contraceptives to married
persons.
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Stenberg v. Carhart

This work deals with the case involving "partial birth" abortion. As with other volumes in this series, it includes all court decisions,
the petition for certiori, the briefs filed by the parties, and all the amicus briefs.
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