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Coleman Phillipson’s early 20th century work constitutes a substantial and important
contribution to the history of law and of international relations. The International Law and
Custom of Ancient Greece and Rome provides a systematic and comprehensive account
of the international law, public and private, of these two legendary civilizations.  The
author has covered a wide field of historical and legal literature comprising most of the
ancient writers and the works of modern investigators, bringing out the juridical side of
the subject.

Phillipson reviews the legends and traditions of these cultures in an effort to reinforce the
conclusions derived from more historical and reliable data and, in his own words, “to
indicate the existence of an inveterate juridical consciousness, whose manifestations are
perceived in subsequent regularized systems and actual interstatal practice.”

In addition, The International Law and Custom of Ancient Greece and Rome is concise,
discussing the essential principles while leaving out superfluous details.  Aside from its
usefulness for students interested in comparative politics and the evolution of public and
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