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“This is one of those occasional books fairly entitled to be characterized as ‘monumental.’ It is monumental in size, in
comprehensiveness, in thoroughness, and in the quality of its scholarship. All people with an interest in government—whether
students, scholars, practitioners, politicians, legislators, or journalists—will long stand in debt to Mr. Peaslee for the
indefatigable care with which he has put together this collection not only of constitutions of the nations but of varied and
valuable information relevant to those constitutions.”

— 51 Colum. L. Rev. 921 (1951)

“What is perhaps the most outstanding contribution to the comparative study of constitutional documents has now been
completed with the publication of the fourth volume of the revised third edition of Peaslee’s Constitutions of Nations.
Ever since the first edition of this great compilation became available some twenty years ago it has left its mark as an
indispensible tool of research ...”

— 21 U. Toronto L. J. 462 (1971)

Published in 1950, the first edition of Peaslee’s Constitutions of Nations was the first-ever compilation
of all the national constitutions of the world published in English. Arranged alphabetically by
country, this three-volume set includes the seals or coat of arms and a summary description and
bibliography for each of the 83 nations featured. The summary details each nation’s international
status, form of government, source of sovereign power, rights of the people, executive, judicial, and
legislative branches of government, area, population and language.
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This third edition, taking on a new form, is published in separate volumes by
continent, rather than by alphabetically country. Volume One covers African
countries and includes the constitutions of 36 nations, of which only four
(Ethiopia, Liberia, Libya, and South Africa) appeared in the second edition. The
constitutions in this volume were revised through September 1, 1964.

Volume Two, Asia, Australia, and Oceania, contains the constitutions of 36
nations, including entries for five new nations,Kuwait, Maldive Republic, Malay-
sia, Singapore and Western Samoa. Another five nations had entries in the

previous edition but no texts. Constitutions are included for nine new countries, and amended constitutions are
available for twelve. The texts in this volume were revised through September 1, 1965.

Volume Three contains the constitutions of 35 European nations. The constitutions for Cyprus and Malta are new
to this edition. Six countries, Czechoslovakia, France, Monaco, Rumania, San Marino, and Yugoslavia, have new
constitutions, while another twenty have been amended. Only four countries reflect no change since the second
edition. Texts in this fourth volume cover through November 15, 1966.

Volume Four covers 26 nations of the Americas. Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica, and Trinidad & Tobago are new
entries. Thirteen nations have new constitutions represented in this volume, and all of the remaining constitutions
have been amended. Texts in this volume were revised through September 1, 1968.

The revised fourth edition, published in 1974, begins with the volume containing the African
constitutions. When the first volume of the third edition was published in 1964, the independence
of the new African nations was quite recent and changes to the constitutional structure were
inevitable. This edition takes into account those changes. Volume One now contains entries for 43
countries. New countries to this edition include Botswana, Gambia, Mauritius, and Swaziland. The
independence of Guinea-Bissau, recognized by the United Nations in October 1973, came too late
for an entry to be included in this volume.

Only six countries had no change in their constitutional structure: Ethiopia, Guinea, Ivory Coast,
Liberia, Mauritania, and Niger. In addition, the constitution for Rwanda was unchanged but was
suspended while this volume was at press. Apart from entirely new entries, there are new constitutions for twelve countries.
Eight constitutions have been amended and the constitutions for nine countries have been suspended.

Published six years after the original, this second edition, in three volumes, reflects major changes that
occurred in the texts or status of the constitutions of 35 of the 89 nations featured in the first edition.
Five new countries, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Libya, and Viet Nam, became recognizable as
sovereign nations since the first edition was published and are, therefore, included in this second
edition. Other changes to this edition include improvements in translations and summaries, revisions
of tables, and additions to bibliographies.
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First Edition
¨ Volume I - Afghanistan to Finland

¨ Volume II - France to Poland

¨ Volume III - Portugal to Yugoslavia

Second Edition
¨ Volume I - Afghanistan to Finland

¨ Volume II - France to New Zealand

¨ Volume III - Nicaragua to Yugoslavia

Third Edition
¨ Volume I - Africa

¨ Volume II - Asia, Australia, Oceania (in 2 books)

¨ Volume III - Europe (in 2 books)

¨ Volume IV - Americas (in 2 books)

Fourth Edition
¨ Volume I - Africa

¨ Volume II - Asia, Australia, Oceania (in 2 books)
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marketing@wshein.com
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