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The History of Law School Libraries in the United States: Defining Moments includes essays
on significant events, individuals, moments in times, decisions, and paths taken that have
helped shape law school libraries. Defining Moments serves as a companion volume to the
History of Law School Libraries in the United States: From Laboratory to Cyberspace.

Significant events discussed in this volume include the establishment of AALL, the authorization
of law school libraries to serve as government depositories, and select Association of American
Law Schools (AALS) and American Bar Association (ABA) law school library standards.
Furthermore, this work examines the significance of certain individuals including Christopher
Columbus Langdell and Frederick Charles Hicks.
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Glen-Peter Ahlers has enjoyed over 30 years of law library service including 20 years as
Library Director or Associate Dean. He’s served as President of MAALL, SWALL, and the
Mid-America Law School Library Consortium; chaired the AALS Section on Law Libraries
and served on two dozen ABA site inspection teams. He also served on the Scribes Board and
as Executive Director of Scribes, The American Association of Legal Writers.
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Eight Defining Moments from the Table of Contents
* Defining Moment One: The Litchfield School

* Defining Moment Two: Christopher Columbus Langdell, 1826—190

* Defining Moment Three: The American Bar Association and Its Section of Legal Education
and Admissions to the Bar

* Defining Moment Four: The Association of American Law Schools
* Defining Moment Five: The American Association of Law Libraries
* Defining Moment Six: Frederick Charles Hick

* Defining Moment Seven: U.S. Government Depository Status for ABA-Approved Law
School

* Defining Moment Eight: Selected ABA Standards for Law School Libraries: Defining a
Core Collection, Including Sample Collection Development Policies at the Turn of the 21st
Century
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