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The Iraq War Supplementary set provides an overview of the justifications the American use of military force, how the use
of force was authorized, and how Congress and President dealt with the many issues that arose in the context of the war.
While the United States has been involved in many military actions in re-
cent times, the Iraq War in 2003 is unique for several reasons.

� It is one of the most controversial wars fought by the United States
and the United Kingdom in modern times.
� The Iraq War marked the first time that the United States made a

preemptive military strike against a sovereign nation, and was a de-
parture from the American tradition of never striking first.
� The U.S. government claimed that Iraq had weapons of mass de-

struction, was planning to attack the United States, and was actively
supporting the terrorists who had engineered the 9-11 attacks; these
charges eventually were proven to be false.
The Iraq War has been very costly: more than 4,343 lives lost,
13,861 seriously wounded, and more than $400 billion.

These controversial topics are discussed in this set and are accompanied by a compilation of material on American public
law and policy including documents from the federal legislative branch such as congressional bills, debates, reports, and
hearings; from the various federal executive branch including presidential statements, and publications from federal agen-
cies such as the U.S. Department of State.
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