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INTRODUCTION

Congress, by the Indian Civil Righis Act of
1968, authorized and directed the Secretary of the
Interior to ‘“have prepared, to the extent deter-
mined by the Secretary . . . to be feasible, an ac-
curate compilation of the official opinions, pub-
lished and unpublished, of the Solicitor of the De-
partment of the Interior relating to Indian affairs
.7 26 US.C. § 1341, These volumes represent an
endeavor to carry out that mandate.

Some of the opinions included here have-previ-
ously appeared in the series entitled Decisions of
the Depariment of the Interior Relating to Public
Lands {cited “L.D.") and its continuation, Deci-
sions of the Department of the Interior (cited
“LD."). Most, however, have never before been
published. Thus, an extremely valuable, but large-
ly inaccessible, source for the study of Indian law
has become available to the public for the first
time.

The opinions of the chief legal officer of the De-
partment of the Interior, which has primary re-
sponsibility for the management of Indian affairs,
often have implications reaching far beyond the
perimeters of ordinary administrative decisions.
They deal not only with matters arising from the
day-to-day [unctioning of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, but also interpret major Indian statutes,
determine the status of Indian land and rights in
natural resources, define tribal governmental
powers and analyze many other subjects of vital
import to Indian tribes and Indian people.

The utility of the opinions in these volumes is
not that they have binding effect but that they are

often accorded “great weight” by the courts. See
Uniled States v. Jackson, 280 U.S. 183, 193 (1930)
and Udall v. Tallman, 380 U.S. 1 (1965). The ex-
tensive index provided in these volumes will hope-
fully facilitate efforts of practitioners in finding the
more important and useful opinions and legal con-
clusions of administrative officers.

It should be noted that, while every effort was
made to find all existing opinions, inevitably, in a
project of this scope, some will have inadvertently
been missed. (Seven opinions, located after this
compilation was sent to the printer, are included
in the Addenda) Moreaver, it was determined at
the time the compilation was sent to the printer
that the 1968 Act authorized publication only of
those opinions signed by the Solicitor or Deputy
Solicitor. Therefore, decisions and opinions of
other officials, such as Assistant Secretaries and As-
sociate Solicitors, are not included, unless they
were expressly approved by the Solicitor.

1t is expected that supplements to this compila-
tion will be published periodically. In the mean-
time, recent important opinions c¢an be located
through the Index-Digest published by the Office
of Hearings and Appeals of the Department of the
Interior, which indexes all opinions inciuded in
the annual volume of Interior Decisions as well as
major unpublished opinions.

This compilation was prepared in the Office of
the Solicitor, under the direction of Deputy Solici-
tors Raymond C. Coulter and David E. Lindgren,
by the staff of the Indian Civil Rights Task Force.



	
	
	
	
	
	

