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INTRODUCTION.

Sociery and government are living organizations
which have grown into what they now are. They never
could have been constructed by a mechanic. It is only
through the development of a living principle that they
could have reached the perfection they to-day enjoy.

Scattered along the pathways which society and gov-
ernment have traveled are piles of facts which now seem
dead, but which once were replete with life. To make
these dead facts again live is to write history. These facts
‘were all, to a greater or less extent, related. They were
all given a being by some force whose operation was
directed by law. The department of science which has to
do with the laws presiding over and controlling the life
and growth of these institutions has been called historical
physiology. Facts are the body of history, and their
knowledge and description are properly called historical
anatomy. If one can so present these facts as to enable
others to see their physiognomy in the various stages of
their growth and development into the institutions which
now surround us, he is entitled to the designation of

1x



X Introduction.

historian. But no work can properly be called a history
which does not make the reader see a living organization.
If possible, it is desirable that this organized body should
be clothed in a manner which will make it appear, if not
lovely, at least attractive. But the clear outline, the dis-
tinct features, the force and activity of the organization,
ought never to be sacrificed for beauty of drapery. Fine
rhetorical phrases and other literary embellishments are
desirable only as they are the expression of clear thought
and a correct theory of the period or events to be de-
scribed.

It should be understood that, on many questions con-
nected with the early history of most countries, there is
a difference of opinion among historians as to what the
real facts are. Of course, many things are well attested;
but on many others we can only conjecture, and the most
that can be safely said when speaking of these subjects
is, that a certain conclusion is probable. I have not
thought necessary to say every time, when treating of such
questions, that in reference to this matter there is doubt:
I give the conclusion which, to my mind, seems the most
probable and the best authenticated. .

Whether a people have a definitely framed and written
fundamental law, formed, prepared, and promulgated at
one time, or whether such principle in government is to
be gathered from numerous. acts and documents, oral or
written, extending through centuries, makes little differ-
ence; for constitutional law always has been, and neces-
sarily must be, a matter of growth. Even though a writ-
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ten constitution be not changed, the varying needs of a
people as they arise under an advancing civilization and
development, are constantly asserting themselves, and find
expression through legislative enactment, executive order,
judicial decision; in a hundred ways they make their ap-
pearance in the life of the people, and, before one is aware
of it, the constitution has been as effectively changed as
though a formal amendment had been proposed and ac-
cepted by a direct vote of the people.

He who would study constitutional law must look
through the whole history of a people. Sometimes changes
in a constitution are written by gleaming bayonets amid
the flashes of musketry, and are promulgated by the
deafening roar of artillery; but more frequently they are
to be sought in the gradual uplift of the toiling millions,
or in the steady expansion of commerce and increase of
manufacture through the exertions of enterprising mer-
chants and bold adventurers, or in the new development
of the forces of nature under the genius of the inventor
and the f)enetrating mind of the scientist. However
brought about, they enter into the life and customs and
laws of the people, and become the fundamental standard
by which individual conduct, and legislative enactment,
and official action are to be judged.

Not one of the nations of Europe started with a writ-
ten constitution. In the course of their history many of
them have found it advisable to adopt that mode of ex-
pressing their fundamental law. Still, the study of their
constitutional history is not thereby rendered materially
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different from what it would be had they never taken that
course. The entire national life of a people forms a part
of its constitution, and is necessary to be understood in
order to be able correctly to interpret and construe the
constitution, however that instrument may be expressed.

In the work here presented I have aimed to use only
such portions of the history of any country as, in some
way, bear on its Constitution or Government. I have no
doubt but that many matters have been omitted which
might with propriety and profit have been inserted. But
no one work can contain everything, and each author must
decide what to use and what to omit.



INDEX.

PAGE
ABSOLUTISM in government. ...
12, 27,65, 74, 83, 96, 106, 137, 145,
152, 159, 160, 172, 200, 205, 228,
230, 242, 281, 365, 383, 387, 39?-

Angevines .........occvenees 151, 197
Apostolic See .......... 186, 194, 245
Appanages...........ooennn 125, 303
Aragon ........ . veee 221
Aragoneserule ................. 197
Aristocracy. .28, 148, 166, 221, 243, 287
Arpad dynasty.................. 148
Assanides dynasty.............. 92
Austrasia......cooiviiiiiiiiian, 242
BAHENBURG dynasty ........... 155
Beginning of national develop-
ment in:

Austria

Belgium

Bohemia

Bulgaria

Denmark

France

Germany ..........coevuvien... 99

Great Britain ................. 308

Greece.......oiiiiiiiiiii, 95

Hungary .......coooeviivn.., 146

Ttaly.cooeven i a 180

Montenegro .........oovinue.. 85

Netherlands ©................. 171

Norway

Portugal

Prussia...

Roumania .

Russia...oooovvinieinniinn.,

Servia.....ooooiiiiiiiiiiini,

Spain...ooooiii i

Sweden............ocoiiiii,

Switzerland

TUrkey covvveeiniiieenan,
Benefices ..............¢
Bismarck..............ovvvnnnnn.
Bourbons .......
CALMAR, Union of ...... 11, 17, 25
Capetians................... 250, 301
Carlovingians .................. 245

PAGE

50, 397, :

Christianity introduced into va-
rious countries, 5, 16, 21, 59, 91,
143, 147, 166, 209, 324.

Church, Matters pertaining to
the....6, 12, 18 32, 40, 44, 52, 60,
83, 98, 114, 167, 210, 213, 239,
247, 289, 325, 346.

Cities and towns........ 124, 180,
189, 202, 226, 253, 338, 395.

Citizens (see People).

Commendation

Common Law ..................

Commons, members of legisla-
tive bodies....9, 18, 22, 24, 118,
125, 143, 150, 190, 201, 222, 254,
262, 287, 350.

Communal property..... 36, 44,

Commune .............. 289, 290,

Constantinople... .59, 82. 95, 186,

Constituent Assembly (see Na-
tional Assembly).

Constitutions and constitutional
government, Matters relating
to, 13, 19, 26, 32, 67, 88, 90, 93, 98,
100, 138, 144, 152, 162, 168, 172,
174, 178, 202, 205, 208, 223, 229,
231, 235, 248, 273, 288, 301, 302,
305, 342.

Contests between the crown and
subjects. .. .6, 26, 40, 55, 75, 115,
131, 144, 148, 151, 161, 166, 172,
191, 223, 231, 271, 284, 311, 328,
341, 349, 380, 399.

Coronation of king by the pope,

102, 112, 24
Cortes.......ovevvnennn. 222, 225,
Councils of Toledo...... 210, 220,

222, 225.

Courts (see Justice, Administra-
tion of).

Crown, Mode of obtaining .....
17, 23, 26, 50, 83, 85, 87, %0, 91,
97, 100, 107, 140, 144, 147, 179,
224, 228, 234, 250, 312, 347, 375382

220

196

235



420

PAGE

DIFFERENCE between Goths and

other German tribes ...... 210,
Diplomacy .................. 279,
Drujina.............. 38, 44, 48,

FEARrLY legal codes..... 4, 70, 99,
105, 147, 212, 315.

Education, Matters pertaining
to....5, 14, 32, 62, 84, 90, 93, 98,
148, 154, 159, 374-

Flectors, Germat...............

FEmancipation . 46, 84,

Estroghul ........o0veiine venes

FEUDALISM....6, 16, 23, 53, 107,
115, 147, 166, 171, 184, 101, 200,
22%, 224, 249, 254, 271, 289, 319:

326.

Forum Judicum ................

Franks....103, 105, 165, 171, 184,
186, 239

GERMANS. .0 uitenenenianannns 99,

German institutions. . .104, 212,
212, 220, 237, 259, 309» 312, 332,
343.

German invasions ...... 182, 209,
234, 239, 30«

German tule in Italy........ 100,

Golden Bull............. 110, 150,

Goths....136, 146, 183, 184, 210,

215, 218 220, 234, 238.

215
281
79

Index.

PAGE

Legal reforms....s, 122, 266, 332

Legislative Assembly (see Na-
tional Assembly).

Legislative bodles, Matters re-
lating to origin, development
and workings of ...9, 14, 18, 24
33, 39, 76, 85, 87, 90, 93, 98, 114,
117, 137, 140, 145, 149, 162, 167,
169, 172, 176, 179, 200, 208, 222,
233, 236, 259, 287-300, 302, 305,

396

107 | 342-375.
143 | Leunde............o.l... 106, 243, 256
8o | Liberty, Development of..... 2I,

308

187
152

Great Prlvnlege ................. 226
Grievances, Redress of.......... 358
Guelf and Ghibelline......" 184, 193
HANSEATIC League........ 7, 17, 127
Hapsburgs..... 151, 156, 166, 172,
177, 228.

Hohenstauffens..... 102, 125, 192, 197
Hohenzollerns ............... 7, 135
Holy Alliance ...... 160, 168, 203, 230
Huus (see Mongols).

INQUISITION . .evvvvenvnnnnn. 172 230
JubprciAL combat ............... 332

Justice, Matters pertaining to
tbe administration of
20, 32, 39, 70, 84, 8, 88, 90, 98
106, 121, 141, 155, 164, 170, 176,
179, 201, 208, 224, 233, 236, 264,
289, 316, 329, 330, 39.

KiING (see Crown).
Kossuth

LLANCASTRIANS
Leagues

160, 207, 216, 231, 254, 262, 329,
349-375, 392-405.
Liberty, Protection of..
238, 288, 339, 349, 392.
Liberty of press, speech, wor-
ship....s, 6, 14, 84, 88, 93, 98,
138, 147, 159, 176, 178, 232 236,
296, 298-300.
Lumtatxons on the crown..... 9,
23, 76, 98, 114, 148, 162, 175, 225,
232, 236, 289, 296, 383, 304
Local institutions and govern-
ment....15, 36, 37, 73, 84, 90, 98,
106, ug, 137, 154, 162, 176, 190,
208 233, 236, 289, 301, 314.
Lombards

214, 216

MAGYARS ..viviiennniarnnnnenes
Majors of palace................
Merovingians ..................
Monarchy, Growth and consoli-
dation of...... 63, 106, 120, 137,
147, 174, 200, 207, 234, 241, 270,
327, 382
Money compensation for per-
sonal injurtes ...... 4, 105, 215,
Mohammedanism............ 0,
Mongols, Moors, Mohammed—
............ 56, 78, 146, 217,

NAPLES .........vuennn
Natxonal Assemblies. . ... 12, 50,
, 67, 68, 93, 95, 97, 108, 131,
I 7, 178, 211, 245, 258, 288, 289-
301, 304, 306, 310, 343.
Neustria........covvneniiian.n.
Nobility, Matters relating to the,
18, 23, 39, 42, 98, 106, 113, 143,
150, 166, 179, 189, 202, 208 221,
225, 236 243, 248, 256 271, 289,
320, 328,
Northmen, Normans. ..

35 16: 481
196, 249, 310, 382. .

146
243
240

332

234
253

206

242



Index.

PAGE
Notables, Assembly of....13, 93,
. 261, 285,
Novgorod ......ovvvvvunnn 37, 38 48
OFFICES + .. cvvivnreennenernnnnns 257
Oldenburg Dynasty............. 1I
Ordeals, Trialby.............. 4, 332

Origin of parliamentary power
over taxation..... 347, 359, 384, 400

Ostrogoths (see Goths).
Othman ......oovveiiiiivninaes 8o
PARLIAMENT (see also Legisla-
tive bodies)....... 201, 267, 285, 342
Patriarchal rule .......... 6 44, 73
Peasantry, Matters relating to
the....... 7, 22, 44, 90, 143, 150,
159, 167, 255, 318, 395.
People and lands, Relation of. .
255, 321
People, Matters pertaining to
classes, conditions, etc., of
the....6, 8, 21, 39, 42, 105, 167,
202, 255, 389, 316, 305.
Petxtlon Rightof............... 356
Plantagenets ................... 385

Pope’s political power, Origin

and development of ..186, 194, 245
Principles of government.......
212, 238, 346.
Private ven eaNCe i ivvrennn.. 332
Protestantism....... 6, 14, 18, 26,

100, 166, 167, 326.

REFORMATION (see Protestant-
ism).

Republics....37, 38, 95, 166, 169,
173, 190, 196, 221, 290, 301, 304.

Revolts and Revolutions
26, 86, 92, 94, 95, 97, 130, 153,
161, 166 168 174, 177, 205, 230,
236, 2_84—300, 304, 377, 381, 403.

Romanism. ... 6,92, 167, 210, 233,
296, 300.

Romanoffs

421

PAGE
Royalty, Origin and growth of.. 10
3, 24, 32, 48, 52, 83, 115,
138 149, 173, 179, 208, 211, 218,
228, 250, 270-300, 304, 312, 375-
392.
Rurilk ........oooovinien ail, 48
SAFEGUARDS of liberty..... 214,
216, 238.
Saliclaw..........ccovnnn. 230, 252
Sardinia .
SaAVOY iiiii i, 203
Schools (see Education).
Sicilian vespers................. 197
Sicily..ooveiiiiiiiii e 196
Slavery....... 22, 45, 84, 143, 148,
189, 317. :
Spanish rule................ 199, 228
States General ....... 50, 72, 172,
s 262, 286
tuarts ....oiei e 380, 390, 402
Suffrage....14, 19, 33, 46, 88, 90,
98, 138, 164, 170, 179, 208, 232,
236, 290, 301, 306, 3
Surrender of natxonalhberty, 12, 28
Swiss . .oiiiiiiiii i 104, 158
TARTARS (see Mongols).
Taxation, Origin of parliamen-
tary control of....347, 359, 384, 400
Teutonic knights............... 136
Titletoland ................ 255, 328
Towns (see Cities.)
Tudors......covvvveeninnnn.. 379, 388

Turks (see Mongols).

VARANGIANS ...

Vassalage

Vengeance, Private

Villanage ....... 44, 143, 150, 159,
255, 272, 318-320, 395.

Vlslgoths (see Goths).

332

WARS of the Roses 377

YORK, House of ............. 366, 377



	
	[i]
	[ii]
	[iii]
	[iv]
	iii
	iv
	v
	vi
	vii
	viii
	ix
	x
	xi
	xii
	419
	420
	421


