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My research for this book has led me to a single conclusion: Gender equality
continues to be elusive. Nowhere in the world have women achieved the access
to economic, social, and political benefits that has been awarded to men
throughout the ages. In the United States in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
a flurry of state and federal legislation followed the Civil Rights Act of 1964
to protect women from gender discrimination in various areas of their lives.
In 1973 Congress passed the Equal Rights Amendment (although it was
ratified by only 35 of the required 38 states), affirming the idea that women
as a class have a constitutional right to equal protection of the law in the
United States. In recent years the international debate has revolved, at least in
part, around the question of whether women would be better off under a
regime of “special rights” or would ultimately fare better by relying on human
rights in general. In any case, much has been written about the fundamental
relationships among gender, equality, and the law. Providing access to this
literature and its information is the object of this work.

As I have explored the topic through its literature, I have been struck by
the intertwined nature of the issues. To understand the disparity between how
the law treats women and men, one needs to examine the roles women play in
the social, cultural, religious, and political aspects of life. To examine this
range of materials was an ambitious, but thoroughly exciting project. The
result of my research is this bibliography whose range of topics includes social
history and policy, feminist theory and history, biography, racism, feminist
legal theory, crime and the criminal justice system, domestic violence, health,
reproductive rights, immigrant women, language and literature, legal
education, sexual harassment, employment, and the political participation of
women. In all cases, the works cited in this bibliography contain information
that may be useful to the researcher interested in the status of women and their
“rights” and how their status and inequality are reflected in, or related to, the
law. In short, the citations are to works that consider, directly or indirectly,
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gender discrimination and bias and the status of women in societies and their
institutions; specific practices, such as prostitution and pornography, that
contribute to women’s subordination; empowerment, with women in develop-
ment and various kinds of organizing and activism; biological differences, in
the contexts of domestic violence, rape, and reproductive rights; and many
other issues related to gender discrimination.

Audience

This bibliography was compiled to provide organized access to materials of
interest to those instructors, researchers, legal scholars, and students seeking
information about women and the vast array of status issues affecting them.
It will give the user an overview of the immense range of concerns and issues
that are of interest to feminist legal activists and scholars in this field. These
materials are often multi-disciplinary and scattered throughout the range of
both scholarly literature and more popular works. I do not claim to have
created a comprehensive listing or record of literature published on the topic.
Such a list would be impossibly large and unwieldy. I have made a serious
effort to bring together in one place, a wide-ranging selection of the mono-
graphic materials that have been published on the relevant topics.

Scope

The core 100 or so entries for this bibliography were identified for a collabora-
tive class project in collection development at the University of Tennessee
School of Library and Information Science a decade ago. An additional eight
years of my own work and research have accomplished this compilation. Local
collections in the Joel A. Katz Law Library and in the John C. Hodges Library,
both at the University of Tennessee, were mined on an almost book-by-book
basis for suitable entries. Reading lists, bibliographies, and publisher catalogs
were searched, as were other university library catalogs and WorldCat, the 36
million record database of materials cataloged by OCLC member libraries
around the world.

Because a comprehensive bibliography on women’s rights, covering
materials published from 1960-1975, was compiled and published in 1977
(Marija Matich Hughes, The Sexual Barrier: Legal, Medical, Economic and
Social Aspects of Sex Discrimination), 1 used the 1975 date as the beginning
point in my search for material for this current endeavor. I decided to work
only with monographic materials because of the facility that keyword searching
in periodical databases provides to the researcher looking for material in that
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format. Journal articles in most scholarly publications are indexed and abstrac-
ted by the authors and publishers to facilitate retrieval and are fairly easily
identified by the skilled researcher and student in one or several of the online
databases or periodical indexes. The same ability to identify monographs is not
available. Currently, the most efficient method of finding monographs on a
particular topic is with the subject headings used in the Library of Congress
classification system. This system uses generalized terms to provide broad
access to monographic material, but is slow to adapt to new terminology and
concepts. | have attempted to use a more flexible and varied vocabulary to
describe the material found in my search, and have generally used the
vocabulary of the works themselves to determine the headings under which
they should be listed.

This bibliography cites works printed in English, except for a few that
are bilingual. Generally, I have not included works with fewer than 100 pages
to eliminate ephemeral, pamphlet material that would perhaps be difficult for
the researcher to locate. A select number of United States government
documents have been included to give the user a representative sample of the
materials that may be found in that category of publications. Many inter-
national materials are included, as well as both national and comparative
works on gender discrimination and the law. Many entries cite works
published since 1975 that are historical in nature and deal with situations and
happenings prior to 1975.

Organization

I have personally scrutinized each book cited in this bibliography and chosen
keywords to describe each work, using the authors’ own terminology whenever
possible. Time constraints prevented complete screening of each video, but
they have been indexed in some depth and will be found by title under their
appropriate topical keywords. Books that cover a wide range of topics received
more than one keyword to provide more than one access point for the user to
retrieve them. Finally, I attempted to arrange the bibliography in the most
user-friendly way possible. The typical bibliographical arrangement requires
the researcher to use an index to find citation numbers of potentially relevant
entries. To eliminate this time-consuming process, | have arranged the citation
entries directly under the indexing terms that have been used to describe them.
This allows the user to scan or browse the citations and efficiently determine
their usefulness. This also means that citations may be found in multiple
topical areas, depending on the complexity of the work and the number of
keywords used to describe the work.
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Each citation is followed by the keywords used to index that work. I
hope that scholars will find this feature useful. It provides immediate
information about the scope of the book or video and may point to other
concepts that may be searched for other relevant materials. The user will want
to search the bibliography for words that are commonly used to describe the
issue or subject for which she wants to find materials. Topics that have
relatively few entries are grouped together with no further subdivision. Topics
about which much has been published have been subdivided to enable the user
to focus more quickly on the materials she may need.

Several conventions have been used to group like materials together.
Since much of the material I have found has been published in the United
States and is about sex discrimination and women’s rights in the United Stares,
I have used the designation “United States” very infrequently. If no location
is given, the work generally contains material about the United States. The
phrase, “status of women,” is used as a catch-all phrase to describe both general
and specific situations in particular countries, states, and regions of the world.
If much material is included for a particular country, that material is
subdivided further. If few works were found, all citations are grouped together
under the topical entry. The word, “countries,” has been used as a subdivision
to group citations that have to do with situations in particular countries.
“Abortion, countries,” for example, contains citations for works about
abortion in Great Britain, France, Thailand, etc. The word, “states,” has been
similarly used to describe works about particular states of the United States.
“Abortion, states,” contains citations for works about abortion in Kansas,
Wyoming, etc. The word, “international,” has been used to designate materials
that are regional or global in coverage. “Abortion, international” contains
citations to works about abortion in Asia or Latin America, as well as materials
about the global politics of abortion, etc. “See” references have been used when
more than one term is commonly used for the same or similar concepts. At
“acquaintance rape” there is a see reference to “date rape,” for instance. A very
few “see also” references are provided where related terms may be noted for the
user, but the user is advised to check several related topical headings to be sure
she is finding all the relevant materials. Both biographies and bibliographies
are grouped together by format to allow users interested in that material easy
access to it. While I have tried to be consistent in my application of the
keyword terminology, the scope of the project inevitably creates some inconsis-

tency. The general format of the citations follows the Chicago Manual of Style.



Introduction Ixix
Acknowledgments

There are a number of people and facilities whose assistance contributed to the
creation of this book. I have relied heavily on the resources of the University
of Tennessee’s Joel A. Katz Law Library and John C. Hodges Library. When
those two libraries did not contain the volumes needed, they both provided
them through interlibrary loan capacities. I am grateful for their assistance. I
am deeply indebted to my colleagues at the University of Tennessee College
of Law. Cheryn Picquet, Associate Director and Head of the Technical Ses-
vices Department where I am the Acquisitions Librarian, provided the initial
impetus and long-time support for the scope and nature of this project. She
has been available for feedback and suggestions all along the way. Reba Best,
Head of the Cataloging Department, has been my mentor and friend and an
important source of encouragement. Cathy Cochran, our Computer Services
Librarian, carried me through some of the most difficult times when my data-
base mysteriously became corrupted and unusable. Her knowledge and cool
persistence in dealing with the technology overcame the difficulties and
allowed me to finish the work without having to totally reconstruct it. Judy
Cornett, Associate Professor in the Law College, provided both feedback and
suggestions. | am most grateful for all this assistance and support.

Special thanks go to the student research assistants who entered much
of the data into the database that was used to produce the citation list. The
work was tedious and time-consuming, but was done with great dedication
and accuracy. A series of students over the years did their part—Valerie J.
Frey, Heidi Thomas, Riley Altizer, and Dawn Adkins. Dawn also deserves a
special thanks for her diligent assistance with the mechanics of indexing the
books and with the final preparation of the manuscript.

Loretta Price
Assistant Professor and Acquisitions Librarian
Joel A Katz Law Library

University of Tennessee



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


