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THE
PR ETF A C E

THE ftudy of the laws and cuftoms of nations is a fubject pecu-
liarly interefting to mankind, confidered either as philofophers,
or members of particular focieties. If it be a pleafure to us to trace

the caufes of thofe appearances which are continually foliciting our
attention, and if it be the nature of man not to be fatisfied with know=-
ing merely that things are, without knowing alfo how they came
to be what they are, it muft give us great pleafure to have the origin
and progrefs of the laws of our own country clearly unfolded to us;
and perfons of a fpeculative turn of mind, will have a peculiar relith
for this kind of pleafure. Eftablithed cuftoms are effeé?s, in the con-
templation of which we cannot ‘help looking for a canfe s and if a

* perfon of an inquifitive, and, I may fay, of a proper tura of mind,
cannot gaze at the rainbow with perfe& fatisfacion, till he under-
ftands the manner in which it is formed, much lefs can he live con-
tented without being able to account for what he fees every day, and
what is more “interefting to him, viz. the manners and cuftoms of
" the people with whom he is moft intimately conne&ed, and to which
he himfelf conforms. :

- The proper Jtudy of mankind is man, and we have no better accefs
to the genuine principles of humane nature, than by means of the
manners and cuftoms which they have adopted, and the regulations
to which they have chofen to fubmit their condu@®. In them we fee
the objedls of general defire, or general appréhenfion ; and diverfities
in laws and cuftoms are the beft zzdices of diverfitics in the genius
and difpofition of nations ; for they neceflarily correfpond to one
another. o
. a If
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If fimplicity in ‘caufes, and variety in effects, furmfh a pleafing:
obje& of contemplanon, the moral philofopher may expe& the:
higheft gratification from this theory,. for here the fureft and fimpleft:
“principles will be found to have had the greateft and moft extenfive
effects, and fuch as have continued: (though. changing with adequate:
circumftances) through a fucceffion of many ages, to the prefent:
time. It is like tracing the courfe'of a noble river, the waters oft
,whicl), receiving continual recruits, and’'conduted in various beauti-
ful windings, flow through and enrich a vait extent of country..

On this account the laws and cuftoms of the European: nations fur~
nith an obje of inquiry peculiarly pleafing.. For in the manners of’
the old German nations, from: which.they’ are derived, we find the.
greateft ﬁ’mpli'city‘ imaginable; and, in' a great variety of circum-
ftances, they Bad their free, natural,. and uncontrouled influence.
Hence has arifen 2 moft aftonithing variety, though. not without
. fome general uniformity; in'the mannersandlaws of many European.
nations, correfponding to the different fituations. into which. they
have been thrown ;: whereas,.in other parts of the world, and efpe-
cially in the Eaft, we are prefented: w~ith-n6thing but: a difgufting
uniformity ;, human nature, in thofe' countries, having never been
left.to its natural luxuriancy, which' canronly arife from a ftate of inw
dependence, together with a variety in-our circumftances and mutual
relations ;- but every. man, in. that part of the world, has, from the
-earlieft accaunt of things,. been either. a tyrant or a flave..

For the fame reafon that the*.cuﬁ"omsrof't’ﬁe European nations, in
general, afford a:rhore pleafing ‘objet of {peculation than thofe of
other parts of the world; the-laws and: cuftoms of England make an
obje& more worthy: of attention than thofe of other European ftates ;
becaufe in this country the natural courfe of things has been lefs ob--
ftructed, or. controuled by outward force: To refume our former:
allufion. In contemplating the laws of this country, in. all their

changes, from.the earlielt. to the prefent times, we may confider-
curfelyes.
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ourfelves as taking a' view of = river, the courfe of which has been
folely dire@ed by the inequality of the furface over which it has
flowed, and has  not been conduéted in channels made by art, and
which it would not have chofen. for itfelf. Here it is that we fee
how men have thought and a&ed for themfelves, in which the
_ influence of their natural difpofition, and of their circumfiances,
has been uncontrouled ; whereas, in the cafe of moft other coun-
tries, we are only informed- what regulations have been impofed
by others. With refpect to them the only fubje& of inquiry is the-
motive to which the impofition was owing ; and this has feldom
Been any other than the luft of pleafure, or power, with little or
no regard to any thing relatmg to the people who are chiefly inte-

refted in them.

Befides, England prefents a fcene in which great numbers wene
always free and mdependcnt and in which the loweft orders of
men have been gradually attaining more and more independence,.
till they are now as free as their mafters themfelves; and. this is- a.

. fpectacle that will ever be delightful to generous minds; whereas.
the hiftoryof France, and of moft other European countries,in which
we fce nothing but one fuccefsful effort of tyranny after another,
and in which buman- nature has been almoft continually degraded.
and debafed, cannot be read, except by thofe whofe fouls have been.
formed in that ftate of abject femtude, without md:gnatmn and.

dif; guﬁ

If we confider ourfelves as uninterefted in. what is-paft, and con-
cerned only in what is prefent,. it flill behoves us to form clear
ideas of the relations: we acually ftand in to our fellow-creatures:

_around us, and the rules-by which our own condu& muft be regu-
lated. Every man muft be concerned to-know the demands which:
“his neighbours and fellow-citizens have upon him, and the bounds.
of his own expectations from them. Every member of a- ftate muft:
feel hxmfclf interefted ‘to know the rank. which he holds in’ the

fociety.
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fociety to which he belongs, and what higher and more confpi-
cuous ftation it is in his power to attain, and alfo the degrada-
tions and fufferings to which he is expofed. Now this knowledge
is acquired by nothing but the ftudy of the conftitution and laws
of our own country. ' '

Every ‘thing that has been advanced in favour of the fibjes? of
this treatife, the editor, who has given very particular attention to
it, imagines to be in favour of the worZ itfelf : for in no other per~
formance has-he feen fo juft, fo eafy, and fo comprehenfive a view
of the origin and progrefs of the Englith conftitution and laws.. At,
the fame time that this work is fufficiently fjffematical, even for
lawyers, the order of hiftory, by which he has been principally
guided, makes it peculiarly adapted to the ufe of gentlemen and

fcholars.

Though it will be feen that Dr. Sullivan had not compleated his
whole {fcheme, yet he has brought the hiftory of -the Englifh laws
and conftitution through all the changes that have any degree of
difticulty attending them, and there are few topics of law, the pre-
fent ftate of which he has not fufficiently explained. If the work
had no other value, Dr. Sullivan’s admirable vindication of the
original freedom of our conftitution, and his excellent commentary
on IWa«rmz Charta, ought to render thefe leCtures peculiarly dear to

€very Engh(hman

No work executed on fo general and liberal a plan as this ought'
to fuperfede more fyftematical treatifes, with thofe who make the
ftudy of law a profeffion; but fuch a work will be greatly in aid
of more {yftematical treatifes, and make them much better under-
ftood. On this account thofe gentlemen who are poffefled of
Dr. Blackflone's Commentaries on the Laws of England will find theic
account in having Dr. Sullivan’s allo, CONTENTS.
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