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PREFACE
X9/

The impetus for the Jowa Legal Research Guide was the need to provide a
single source in which researchers could find the key sources to consult for
thorough legal research. One of the great benefits to users of this guide is
that the chapters have been written by members of the Iowa Bar who have
considerable expertise in the subjects they are covering. The efforts of more
than seventy members of the Iowa State Bar Association resulted in this
resource for attorneys, legal assistants, law librarians, faculty, students, and
others researching lowa law. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first
comprehensive research guide for Iowa law and the first state guide to in-
clude the work of so many members of the bar.

Some basic familiarity with legal research was assumed in drafting the
chapters. For those needing additional information on basic research tools,
any well-known national text may be of assistance, including: Morris L.
Cohen, Robert C. Berring & Kent C. Olson, How to Find the Law (9th ed.,
West 1989); Roy M. Mersky & Donald J. Dunn, Fundamentals of Legal
Research (8th ed., Foundation 2002); and Christina L. Kunz et al., The
Process of Legal Research (5th ed., Aspen 2000).

The first twelve chapters follow the pattern of other guides in giving
information about the sources of primary law, such as the Iowa Constitu-
tion, statutes, local legislation, case law, and administrative law, as well as
covering other essential sources for Iowa researchers. In Chapter 13, how-
ever, the focus shifts to providing specialized research information on thirey
areas of lowa practice. Each of these chapters begins with an introductory
Starting Points section to tell the researcher what basic resources should be
consulted for an initial review of the subject. A “Research Process” section
follows and presents the specific steps to pursue as well as sources to consult
in investigating the topic. A “Final Checklist” in each chapter helps ensure
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that no steps are missed in the process. Many chapters include an “Addi-
tional References” section providing a more expansive bibliography of
available resources.

The explosion of Internet resources provides legal researchers with access
to a wealth of information. Hundreds of Web site URLs are included
throughout this guide to assist the user. Although each URL was working at
the time this book went to press, it is inevitable that some may not be at the
time a researcher keys them in. If the Web site appears to be unavailable, a
search engine such as Google <http://www.google.com> may be able to find
the site.

John D. Edwards
January 2003
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