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PREFACE

cor

In academic law libraries there is usually a “ready reference”
collection for quick searching in answer to law-related and peripheral
questions. Although material may vary from library to library, there is
a core collection, excluding primary material, that will be found in the
majority of institutions.

Patrons knowledgeable in research techniques use these reference
books easily. Others seek guidance from librarians or staff assistants in
finding answers to “Who,” What,” “Where,” or “When” in volumes or
databases that may be general or specific.

The first edition of this reference listing was based on an actual
working reference collection at Southern Illinois University School of
Law Library. Specific reference tools were identified in the card catalog
and shelf list. Since that time an online catalog with additional search
capabilities has replaced the traditional catalog. Reference shelves
continue to be within easy reach of staff and patrons, as are terminals
for utilization of electronic sources.

Later editions of this book went beyond the mere description of
books on local shelves, including some reference tools that had not yet
been acquired for this particular library. Search and description has
extended beyond the immediate situation for this edition as well.

If atall possible, the latest edition of any given title has been listed.
There is the inevitable change of title; several authors or editors have
changed, as have a few publishers. Exponential growth in cyberspace
continues, with an occasional volume available only online.

vii
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The basic collection described herein is still a print collection, with
notation when there is varying format. Some CD-ROMs were actually
received simultaneously with the book itself. Online databases of full
text have continued to multiply among law publishers, as well as in
private, corporate, and government sectors.

Description of several volumes devoted to location and utilization
of online resources can be found in the Section entitled RESEARCH
AND BIBLIOGRAPHY: SOURCES. In some reference tools, chaptersor
sections provide online searching data and in other works there is
complete integration of description regardless of format, some with a
word of caution regarding frequent changes in URLs.

New titles and editions have been integrated throughout this
revised edition. Reference materials for individual states have not been
listed. Each title in this book appears in a single category, although
some could have been placed in several different subject areas. The
Table of Contents suggests other categories under which a title might
appear. The Index provides additional avenues of approach through
author and title.

This book is intended to assist all persons who have need of
identifying a reference tool: librarians, faculty, students, attorneys,
paralegals, members of the university community and the lay public
who seek answers in a law library.

—Elizabeth W. Matthews
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